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V&A’s new Photography Centre now open

written by Diane Smyth

V&A Photography Centre – the Dark Tent, The Modern Media Gallery © Will Pryce

London's prestigious museum releases new images of the centre, which more than doubles its existing space and which has plans for a further

extension opening in 2022

“The new Photography Centre brings to life some of the V&A’s most beautiful original picture galleries and provides a permanent home for one of the

�nest and most inspiring collections of photography in the world,” says Martin Barnes, senior curator of photographs at the V&A. “The spaces and

facilities allow visitors to access, explore and enjoy photography in its many forms.

“The Photography Centre encompasses more than a new gallery space. Beyond its walls lies an associated programme of research, digitisation, learning

activities, publications, exhibitions, access to items in stores, and collaborations with other UK and international partners. Photography is one of our most

powerful forms of global communication, and I’m thrilled that we can contextualise the past and present of this powerful medium in new and exciting

ways.”

It’s an important development for photography in the UK and it opens on Friday – the V&A’s new Photography Centre, which more than doubles the

museum’s existing photography space. Initiated when the Royal Photographic Society collection was transferred to the London museum – controversially

for some – the photography centre shows o� key pieces from an archive that now “seamlessly spans the entire history of photography, telling the story of

the medium from the daguerreotype to the digital”, as V&A director Tristram Hunt puts it.
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V&A Photography Centre – entrance, Gallery 108, with view into The Bern and Ronny Schwartz Gallery © Will Pryce

Designed by David Kohn Architects, phase one of the Photography Centre showcases cameras and objects from the history of the medium, as well as key

images by luminaries such as Julia Margaret Cameron, Alfred Stieglitz, Walker Evans, Madame Yvonnde, Cindy Sherman, and many more. It also includes

newly-commissioned works by 21st century artists Thomas Ru� and Penelope Umbrico in the Modern Media Gallery, which also includes a ‘Dark Tent’

projection area inspired by 19th-century photographers’ travelling darkrooms. Entry to the Photography Centre is free.

To mark the opening, the V&A is hosting a month-long Photography Spotlight, which includes talks by photographers such as Mary McCartney, and

Chris Levine; the premiere of the collaborative performance piece Last Evenings by artist Garry Fabian Miller and musician and composer Oliver Coates;

a screening of Lisa Immordino Vreeland’s Love Cecil; special performances, events, courses, workshops; and a photography-themed Friday Late on 26

October.

Tripe_13 (Madura. The Tunkum from east) C-type print 2018 © Thomas Ru�, courtesy of Thomas Ru� and David Zwirner Gallery

Phase Two of the Photography Centre is expected to open in 2022, and will further expand the space – with plans for a teaching and research space, a

browsing library, and a studio and darkroom for photographers’ residencies.

Read BJP’s interview with Martin Barnes, senior curator of photographs at the V&A, on the Photography Centre: www.bjp-online.com/2018/09/va-new-photo-centre-

barnes/
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More stories on the V&A’s new Photography Centre: 

 http://www.bjp-online.com/2018/07/tim-walker-and-dorothy-bohm-get-va-shows-as-the-institution-prepares-to-open-its-photo-centre/

“V&A’s new photo centre opens on 12 October” www.bjp-online.com/2018/05/vaphotocentre12oct

“The V&A Announces a New Photography Centre in London, 05 April 2017” www.bjp-online.com/2017/04/the-va-announces-a-new-photography-centre-in-london

The exhibition Tim Walker is currently on show in the main V&A building, the exhibition ending on 08 March 2020 vam.ac.uk

V&A Photography Centre – entrance landing, display cases, and camera handling table, Gallery 108 © Will Pryce
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V&A Photography Centre – The Bern and Ronny Schwartz Gallery © Will Pryce

V&A Photography Centre – The Bern and Ronny Schwartz Gallery © Will Pryce

799 1 os j b a y 800

http://79hbm1979mg58bnh1fp50y1bry-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/005-181008-04-VA-Photography-Centre-%E2%80%93-The-Bern-and-Ronny-Schwartz-Gallery-%C2%A9-Will-Pryce.jpg
http://79hbm1979mg58bnh1fp50y1bry-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/005-181008-05-VA-Photography-Centre-%E2%80%93-The-Bern-and-Ronny-Schwartz-Gallery-%C2%A9-Will-Pryce.jpg
https://twitter.com/share?original_referer=/&text=V%26A%E2%80%99s+new+Photography+Centre+now+open&url=https://www.bjp-online.com/2018/10/va-photography-centre-opens-on-12-october/&via=1854
https://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bjp-online.com%2F2018%2F10%2Fva-photography-centre-opens-on-12-october%2F
https://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https://www.bjp-online.com/2018/10/va-photography-centre-opens-on-12-october/&title=V%26%23038%3BA%26%238217%3Bs+new+Photography+Centre+now+open
whatsapp://send?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bjp-online.com%2F2018%2F10%2Fva-photography-centre-opens-on-12-october%2F


V&A Photography Centre – interactive stereograph displays, The Bern and Ronny Schwartz Gallery © Will Pryce
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V&A Photography Centre – Gallery 101 © Will Pryce
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V&A Photography Centre – bespoke case displaying photographs by Linda McCartney and Mary McCartney, Gallery 101 © Will Pryce
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V&A Photography Centre – the Dark Tent interior, The Modern Media Gallery © Will Pryce
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